Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you are all managing to keep warm in this cold weather. We
have had a busy start to the term all ready. We jump started our term
with some Street Dancing with the Urban Strides workshops for all the
children. These were thoroughly enjoyed and involved children learning
lots of moves!

We are also excited to be welcoming more Authors back into school
this term. Jess French is coming shortly to visit Key Stage 2 children and
then we have Olaf Falafel visiting both KS1 and KS2 in early March.

This newsletter includes information about supporting different
subjects as well as some links to courses for families.

If your home circumstances change at any stage, whether that be a
change of address, change in financial circumstances or change in
family make up, please do keep us updated so that we can support you
and your children. Please talk with Mrs Beesley, our family liaison
Officer, one of our designated safeguarding leads or another member
of school staff who will listen and direct you towards the most
appropriate information/service/person.

Ms Martin

Headteacher

4 B Date: 15th December 2023

January:

Monday 22nd—Reception and Year 6 School Nurse Height and Weight checks.
February:

Friday 2nd—9am SEN Coffee Morning for parents.

Friday 2nd—2:45pm Open Classroom events to see your child’s work.

W)/C 5th—Speaking and Listening Focus Week

Monday 5th—Rob Bradley Rap Artist workshops for the children.

Tuesday 6th—Parents Consultations Evening online

Wednesday 7th—Parents Consultation evening online

Friday 9th—FOBS Break the Rules Day

Monday 12th—16th—Half Term

Welcome

We would like to welcome the new families which have joined our school and
hope that you are settling in to life at Bierton.

We would also like to welcome some new staff to the school. Mrs Mills, Mrs
Sunderland and Miss Malocaj have all joined our team as Learning Support As-
sistants across the school. Mrs Brooks has also joined our Nursery Team this

term to support three days a week. We are delighted to have them join our

team and know that you will all make them feel welcome.




Early signs of

exploitation

Information session for parents

A workshop for parents to learn about
the early signs of exploitation.

Information on:
No need to book, scan the QR

What child exploitation is code to find the teams link to join

Teenage development and the new 'normal’

Recognising early warning signs

How to respond if you're concerned Tuesday 16 January 2024
The importance of asking ® 6:30pm to 7:30pm

curious questions .

Where to get help
@ Online - Microsoft Teams

ContactUs 01296383293 earlyhelpdutu@buckinghamshire.gov.uk



=

M @ﬁ Iﬂm

-

As our children are gaining a wider understanding of the world,
we thought we would share some information about famous
mathematicians. As some year groups are studying Hinduism this
half term, we have chosen to focus on Fibonacci.

Leonardo of Pisa (Fibonacci)

Key facts:
. Born: 1175

Died: 1250
Nationality: Italian

Areas of expertise: Number systems

Achievements:

He played a key role in introducing the Hindu number
system to Europe.

He wrote a book, 'Liber Abaci’,

This book talked about the concept of place value as well as
prime numbers.

His name was given to the sequence of numbers which is
created by adding the previous two numbers together.

Mathematical Representationy.
Bar Model

This method has become more and more popular in schools across the
UK due to its success within the Singaporean education system. It
works by showing a clear visual representation of a calculation.
Throughout the school, the children practise drawing them and using
them to help them understand problems and choose the correct
operation to find the solution. Some examples can be seen below.

Part-Part Whole Equal Pacty of 2 Whole
Whote
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Well done to the following children who have earned the most coins on

either Numbots on TTRS in November and December.
You will get 5 dojos each!

November

Numbots TTRS

Isaac H
Oliver H
Willow H
Adbhyo M
Youssef H

Nirah S

Vinusan V

LN
&
December

Numbots TTRS
Alexander N
Evie O
Arya B
Alex J
Alex M
Nirah S

Anissa J

Tiyansh M
AjenP
Elliott S-L
Stephen C
Kavinuyan K

Tiyansh M
AjenP
Elliott S-L
Franek D
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Meaths at Biertomn

Reception Mastering Number Workshop

Thank you to everyone who attended the Mas*rer'in? Number workshop for Reception. We hope you found
the event useful and informative. It was wonderful seeing the children demonstrate all of the amazi
learning they have been doing, including: subitising , recognising parts and wholes and showing how di?ger'enf
numbers can be composed.

The resources mentioned during the session will be shared via ParentMail on the next five Mondays.
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What is subitising?

Subitising is when you are able to look at a group of objects and realise how many there :
are without counting.

Perceptual subitising: This is the ability to recognise the number of objects in front of you without using
any mathematical process -it's instinctual.

Conceptual subitising: This is where you are able to recognise a number by gr‘oupir\? in into small sets. For
example, if you are shown a line of 6 black dots, it's likely that you will automatically group these into 2
groups of 3, and then know that there are 6 in total without actually counting each one.

Remember you can subitise at home, on your walk to school or anywhere you go!
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Vocabulary
modal verbs

' These are verbs which change or af-
- fect the other verb in the sentence.
' They indicate the likelihood, ability,
' permission or obligation.

' These include:

can
i Wi"

could may
would, shall
must

might
should

"The Sea Monster should go away"

' Should is the modal verb her as it
' shows the likelihood of the monster
' leaving.

' They can be used to show the possibil-
ity of something happening.

"It might rain tfomorrow."

They can show permission.
“Can I have a biscuit?”

Il would should cou
y can shall must mis
[l would should cou
y can shall must mis
Il would should cou
4 can shall must miy

Lfteraey &t Bierton

Reading willvexpressionw

Ever hear a child read like a robot? Not because they're trying to, but because they're struggling to read
with inflection. No pauses for punctuation. Monotone voice. One long run-on sentence.

Try the following strategies to improve your child’s oral reading expression.

Model

I know, this is obvious, and you're already doing it but keep doing it. Reading out loud to your child helps them
hear your oral expression and pacing. As you read, point out punctuation marks. Show your child how readers
pause for punctuation. Get creative with reading aloud. Try different voices. Read with a different accent,
change your volume, or project a particular emotion in your voice such as:

Tast / slow Talker
monster

sad person cowboy | princess

happy/joy

whisperer robot

Ask your child fo read in a silly voice too.

Chorus Read
Read together, out loud, at the same time just like a choir sings together. This helps your child mimic your
natural cadence. Now you're not just modelling; your child is actually doing it with you.

Echo Read
You read a sentence or two out loud while your child listens. Then, your child copies exactly what you read,
matching your modulations. This can be so supportive for children who struggle with reading with expression.

Book Review
Kay's Incredible Inventions—Adam Kay and Henry Parker

Do you ever wonder where the stuff around you all came from? No, not from the
shops. | mean, who had the amazing idea of making video games or the annoying
idea of building a school.

In the latest laugh-out-loud book from the record-breaking and extremely hand-
some Adam Kay and Henry Paker, you'll leam about everything ever invented,
fromthe daft to the disgusting to the downright dangerous.




"Phonics at Bierton

How can | support my child to learn Set 1 sounds and to blend?

. Use pure sounds, not letter names. Watch the ‘how to say the sounds’ parent film on hitp://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/.

» Watch the ‘Reading the stretchy sounds with your child’, ‘Reading the bouncy sounds with your child’ and ‘Reading the digraphs with your child’ parent films
on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ to see how to teach Set 1 sounds.

o Practise reading known Set 1 Speed Sounds cards speedily. If needed, show your child the picture side of the card to help them remember the sound.

We teach children to read and spell using Fred. He is a toy frog who can say the sounds in words, but not the whole word. Children have to help him.
To help children learn to blend, we say the sounds as Fred and then children repeat the sounds and say the whole word.

Here are two ways you can use Fred Talk at home:

1.  play Fred Games together — see Fred Games document on http://www.ruthmiskin.com /en/parents/

2.  speaklike Fred throughout the day e.g. time for |-u-n-ch! Let’s p-l-ay!

Watch the ‘Sound-blending’ parent film on hitp://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

How can | support my child to learn Set 2 or 3 sounds?

5 Watch the ‘Set 2/3 tutoring’ film on hitp://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/.

. Help your child practise reading known Speed Sounds cards speedily. If needed, show your child the picture side of the card to help them remember the
sound.




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT BIERTON

Christion Value of the half~termv
This half-term we hove been focusing o :

We have done loty of things to- show owr Christiony
value thisy half-termu. Love iy one of the most inm-
portant valies inv owr school becauvse without
love yow awe not able to- show any of owr other
values. We believe it iy being patient, kind, faith-
ful and gentle. AU the children hoawe made con-
dley and prayers for their classes ay a way to-ex-
press owr opiniow o this great Christiom value.
We must remember To-love everyone i the saume
way that God loves us.

Erin and Aryana have been investigating what
some people believe love is:

T show love by playing with my friends” (Alisa—

year 2)

“Love is when you're Rind to someone and enjoy
being with them” (Annabelle - year 6)

T think love is being Rind and showing

respect” (Ariya—vear 1)

Aryana and Erin—Spirituality Ambassadors
0K &N







Accoeding to the latest stats, peoplo aged between B and 17 spend four hours on digital
devices during an average day, Obviously, ¢ new year is ideact for fresh starts and renswed
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Family
Support

Service

How to...

Move up to

Secondary School
Course for year 6s

Getting ready to move up to secondary school? Not sure what
to expect? Our short, six-week course could help.

6 sessions cover:
» What to expect at secondary school Courses

e Making friends and dealing with peer pressure

e Tackling your fears and worries start frkom

» Getting organised be Y;:'ﬂg
Book by 5 February 2024 19 Februa ry
To secure your place, scan the QR code for more 2024

information.

If you need help email
eorlgng_lpdutgébuckinq'namshire.gov‘uk

Ll o 9

Online Aylesbury Princes Risborough
Tuesdays Wednesdays Tuesdays
5:30 to 6:30pm 5:30 to 6:30pm 6 to 7pm
Microsoft Teams Elmhurst Risborough

Family Centre Family Centre c“ CI( ME




EVERY SCHOOL
DAY COUNTS

Don’t miss out on the education you deserve.

175
NON-SCHOOL
DAYS A YEAR

190

SCHOOL DAYS l 180

IN EACH YEAR | DAYS OF 171
[0 days sbmence) | EDUCATION DAYS OF 161

EDUCATION DAYS OF 152
190 days 10 days EDUCATION DAYS OF 143

for your Sbgerice 19 devs EDUCATION DAYS OF

education o e 29, Swys EDUCATION

Over absence 38 days

hours of (half a toerm) absence 47 days
lost ¥5 hours 147.% hours 190 hours absence 235

learning of lost of lost of lost hours of lost

learning learning learning learning

100% 95‘:{.0 90% 85%  80%  75%

Attandance ‘ Atend Artendancs Attmndance Attendance Attendance

GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN
EXCELLENCE ATTENDANCE. POOR ATTENDANCE. VERY POOR ATTENDANCE
Best chance of success, Less chance of success, Makes Serious impact on education
Gets you off to a flying start. it harder to make progress and reduces life chances!
WELL DONE! CONCERNING! EXTREMELY CONCERNING!
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Good attendance means being in school at least 94% of the time or 180-190 days.
Did you know? A two week holiday in term ime means that the highest attendance you can achieve Is 94.5%.




