
News and reminders Superstar Learners in September 

Year 5 and 6: Spruce, Sycamore, Whitebeam and Walnut Friday 15th November 2024

PE days:

Year 5: Monday        Year 6: Tuesday

Children should come into school in their correct PE kit. 

Please ensure that your child is wearing the Bierton P.E. 
hoodie, blue Bierton P.E. t-shirt and black leggings/joggers. 

We would also like to remind everyone that due to health and 
safety, earrings need to be removed or taped for PE lessons. 
Unfortunately, we cannot help children to remove their 
earrings or put them back in.

Homework 
Just a reminder that homework is set on a Friday and is due by the following Friday. 

The homework requirements in Year 5 and 6 are: 

- 30 minutes across the week on TTRockstars (split into 20 minutes garage and 10 minutes 
studio)

- 30 minutes of maths artithmetic
- 30 minutes completing the SPaG or reading task
- Daily reading (complete at least one quiz on Accelerated Reader each week)
- Website for Accelerated Reader: https://global-zone61.renaissance-

go.com/educatorportal/entry?t=6703196

Diary dates

• Friday 22nd November: Mufti day (for Christmas 
donations)

• Monday 25th November: Coffee morning – Supporting 
your child's wellbeing and mental health (all parents / 
carers invited)

• Thursday 5th December: Children watch Christmas 
pantomime (in school)

• Friday 13th December: Last day of after-school clubs 
for this term. Y5 production to Y5 parents. 

• Wednesday 18th December – Children's hot Christmas 
lunch

• Thursday 19th December – Christmas party day

Well done to these children who have received a Christian Value certificate:

Spruce Sycamore Whitebeam Walnut

22nd October Elsie
Responsibility

Rose
Responsibility

Ashvithaa -
Love 

Jessica –
Co-opertation

14th 
November 

Emilia
Cooperation

Arron 
Respect

Harper –
Respect 

Arjith -
Love

https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/educatorportal/entry?t=6703196


Our learning Year 5

Maths
We have continued working on multiplication since half term, looking at the 
written strategies required to solve multiplication questions involving large 
numbers: 1 digit x 4 digit, 2 digit x 2 digit. Moving forwards we will look at 2 
digit by 3 digits questions. This maths unit is the longest and most in depth 
one in Year 5 and we are delighted with how well the children have picked up 
these skills.

Literacy
We have started a non-fiction unit looking at-non 
chronological reports. We have looked at some different 
examples to help us to understand the features of this 
text type. To start the unit, we have carried out some 
research all about emperor penguins which we will be using 
to write our guided non-chronological reports. For our 
independent piece of writing at the end of the unit, we will 
creating our own animals to write non-chronological 
reports about. 

Science
In Science we are continuing our 
focus on Space but having covered a 
large amount of ground in Autumn 1, 
it is now time for the children to 
pursue their own interests and 
produce and present an independent 
project, based on an area of space, 
the solar system or space travel that 
they find particularly interesting. 
The children are currently 
researching their areas of interest 
and will bring these notes together 
into their final presentations over 
the following weeks.

Humanities
After studying mountains in Autumn 1, we are now moving on to 
study the most dramatic of mountains- Volcanoes! We will look at 
the incredible power of these natural phenomena, how they are 
formed and the dangers they pose to us. Linked to this we will   
examine the causes and effects of earthquakes too- a very 
destructive half term!

RE
In religious education, we have started a new unit looking at the 
origins of the Early Church, how Christianity has changed 
throughout history and the different denominations of Christianity 
that are around today.



Our learning Year 5

We are well underway with the rehearsals for 
our spectacular Christmas pantomime - "The 
Pirates of the Curry Bean!" The children have 
made a great start on learning their lines, (keep 
practising!) Lots of props are beginning to appear 
around Year 5. Next week we will send out 
costume lists for all children, we hope we've 
made the email easy to understand, but please 
ask one of us if you have any questions!

SPACE VR 

EXPERIENCE!

Last week, Year 5 had a whole day dedicated to 
SPACE, our current science topic. We spent the 

day finding out about the Solar System and 
using the magic of VR, we were able to visit our 

celestial neighbours in the afternoon!



Our learning Year 6

Maths
We have just finished our fraction unit 
and will be moving on to look at 
decimals. We have learnt how to add, 
subtract, multiply and divide fractions. 
We have also found out the difference 
between mixed and improper fractions 
and we can now convert them from one 
to the other. We have realised how 
important knowing our times tables is 
as it really helps us with our fractions!

Literacy

This week we have started looking at persuasive speeches in Literacy. We are studying 
different techniques that leaders might use to call their army into battle. We have 
been looking at techniques such as repetition, personification and rhetorical questions. 

Computing

Our new unit is spreadsheets they have been using Google Sheets for this. The 
children known what a spreadsheet looks like and can navigate and enter data into cells.

Music 

In Music, the children have been focusing on 
dynamics, pitch and texture. They learned how 
to improvise as a group, using dynamics and 
pitch to create their own piece of music with 
xylophones and replicate waves. They used 
'Coast – Fingal's Cave by Mendelssohn' as 
inspiration. The children all enjoyed creating 
their own pieces of music and they each 
performed them to the class. 

Science

Our new unit is Evolution and 
Inheritance this term. We have 
started thinking about the genes 
we inherit from our family 
members and designed our own 'Mr
Men' offspring by looking at its Mr
men and Little Miss parents! We 
also used jelly babies to show how 
genes can be passed down to their 
offspring. We will move on to look 
at examples of evolution and how 
animals have adapted to their 
surroundings and also study the 
work of Charles Darwin. 

Humanities

In Humanities this term we are still 
focusing on Anglo-Saxons & Vikings. The 
children have learnt about Viking 
longboats and were using drama to act as 
'Sven' a Viking who knew all about 
longboats, took on the role of journalists 
asked many questions about what life was 
like being Viking and learnt a lot about 
longboats. The children this week also 
had an amazing trip to Ufton Court, they 
all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.



Ufton Court

On Tuesday year 6 went to Ufton Court to learn more about Anglo Saxon 
life. We all had an amazing time and learnt so much. We took part in three 
workshops.  In the first workshop, we found out what different artefacts 
were used for.  We had to play two lies and a truth to determine which one 
was correct! Did you know they would look through a white crystal and look 
towards the sunlight. The light would then help them know which direction 
they were going in. (They didn't use it as a piece of jewellery or as an ice 
cube!)

Then we weaved bamboo in and out of large sticks to help make a shelter 
and we managed to use a piece of flint and steel to create real sparks!

Finally, we were taken to court! We accused each other of being witches, 
treason and not working hard enough as a slave. The jury decided whether 
the defendant was guilty and the judge had the final say on what they 
punishment would be. Would they be hanged, have their hands cut off or be 
put in the stocks?



L4L lessons
Every week the children have a L4L (learning for life) lesson, 

last term and this term they have been focusing on the Zones 

of Regulation. The children really value these lessons, and they 

have become more aware of and able to express their feelings 

and develop the ability to talk openly about them. They know 

that everyone experiences a different variety of thoughts and 

emotions, and how these affect our feelings and behavior, as 

well as maintaining them. The children have learnt different 

techniques to help regulate them, such as breathing exercises 

and the figure of eight hand technique. 

Each class have created their own Zones of Regulation posters 

to explain what it is to a younger year group. The children 

truly benefit from these lessons and it's great that they are 

starting to talk more openly about their feelings and opinions, 

as well as be able to regulate themselves when needed. Each 

class has got their own Zones of Regulation display in their 

classrooms and the children are able to move themselves from 

zone to zone each day when they feel that they are moving to 

a different zone. This is an important skill that can be used in 

school, at home and in everyday life.



Whitebeam photos



Walnut photos



Y5 Science Knowledge Organiser



Y5 Humanities Knowledge Organiser



Year 6 Humanities Knowledge Organiser



Year 6 Science Knowledge Organiser


