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Dear Parents and Carers,

| would like to share a couple of really useful websites with you for

information:

+  The Buckinghamshire Healthcare Trust have launched a new website
with lots of useful information and places to find support. This website
can be found at: https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/buckinghamshire/

The Family Support Service offer a range of support services available to
parents in a non-judgemental and supportive way. These include some

free courses both online and as workshops. Further information can be

found here: Family support service | Family Information Service

(buckinghamshire.gov.uk)

Have a good weekend.
Ms Martin

Headteacher

VR | Date: 3rd February 2023

Key Dates coming up:

February
7th—Young Voices at Wembley

9th—FOBDS Disco

10th—3:15pm School Closes for half term.
13th—17th—Half Term.

20th—School Reopens

24th—Year 2 Maths Parents Workshop
March

2nd—World Book Day

15th—Parent open book viewing session.

21st and 22nd—Parent Consultation Meetings


https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/familysupport/
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/familysupport/
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VMafths at Blerton Times Tables in Year 5

Tt is hoped that children should be able to fluently recall multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4 and continued rehearsal and
application of these facts is important in Year 5. It will support their learning across the curriculum, including when learning about fractions and percentages.
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In Year 5, children will continue to develop their
understanding of written methods for
multiplication.

Children will also begin to discuss whether a
written method is always the most efficient way
to solve a problem and will start to consider
whether some questions can be solved mentally
using known facts.

Timesy Table Rock Stowy

We currently have three Rock Heroes in Year
5—well done to Kavinuyan, Kobi and Sebastian.
These children can complete multiplication
questions in under 1 second—an incredible
achievement!

Regular practise on Times Table Rock Stars will
help children to improve their fluency and recall
speed; subsequently, making daily maths tasks
less overwhelming.

Squowre Nuwmbers

A square number is when you multiply a

number by itself, and it can be written out

as a multiplication or as an indices:
2x2=2%:=4

32
22 i 5
12 [l=T=] [slelfe
[Tz] [Elele] [Fleie
[ G EleT=] [belelse

x1=1 2x2e4 3x3=9 axa=16 5x5=25 6x6=36

Square numbers are a concept that may
seem simple to adults, but until they are
explained to children they can seem a bit
baffling.

The introduction of square numbers in Year
5, alongside examples and explanations can
help your child understand what they are
and how they work. This can help prevent
confusion when your child encounters
calculations such as 4% or 67,

Multiplying decimals: Practice at home!

Practise multiplying decimals using money, shopping
receipts, bills or budgets. These are all great life
lessons and your child will hopefully enjoy the
responsibility.

Example questions could be:

e "I bought two t-shirts that cost £4.56 each. Can
you tell me how much the total amount should be on
the receipt?”

"We bought 4 meals from the
restaurant with a spe-
cial offer, so they cost £10.50
each. How much should the to-
tal be?

"Every month we spend £11.42 |
on our water bill. How much will
it cost us over the year?"

Multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000

Children will also practise multiplying numbers
by 10, 100 and 1000. They learn that the column
method is not a
useful approach to
use and it is better
to focus on the place
value and the
movement of the
digits.

Place Value

Learning wudtiplication facty iw school

In school, we have reviewed the order and ways in which we teach multiplication and division facts for
children. The order has been devised to support children in making connections between different facts
and therefore supporting their understanding and recall.

An example is included below but further information will be sent out in the future.

Year 5

Week 1

Week 4

Note: With recap of
known facts in
Autumn 1, try to
include coverage of
the inverse where
possible.

Autumn 1

Ox12=
1x12=
2x12=
4x12=
8x12=
5x12=
10x12=
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x  Sparkie Afterneen

2
»  Computing - Design
2

During our first Sparkle opportunity, a group of children from
% Key Stage 2 learnt about 3D design using the computers. They
% looked at the different view options (3D model, 2D net and 2D

face) and customised their design using different tools. The

children have printed their nets and we are hoping to find access
% to a 3D printer so they can see their designs come to life.
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Sparkle time photography!
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1 The children were encouraged to find the wonder in
our hedgerows or the awe in local animals, not many
schools are lucky enough to be surrounded by farm
and forest! We were so impressed by the photography
skills of our children, they had a chance to snap away
and then edit their favourite picture. They used differ-
ent editing tools to add special effects and | think you

o will agree with some amazing results. We really do
have some amazing artists in our school!
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If anyone has access to a 3D printer and is willing for us to use
it, please let us know because the children would really appreci-
ate it.
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Keep your child safe on Snapchat

What is Snapchat?

Snapchat is an app for sending photos and videos (known as ‘Snaps’), and text messages. The ‘Stories’ feature lets users share photos or videos with all their contacts at once.
Snaps disappear after being opened, usually within seconds. Stories disappear after 24 hours. Images and messages aren’t automatically saved on phones.

The minimum age to use Snapchat is 13, but it’s easy to sign up if you’re younger.
What s the problem?

There’s a risk of seeing sexual content, and of bullying

® Your child’s location could be shared automatically with their contacts, which could put them in danger if they have strangers as ‘friends’ on the app. A new ‘Meet Up’ feature allows people to
get directions to another user’s location, if they’re sharing their location

® There’s a risk of children being ‘groomed’ by strangers into sharing pictures and information about themselves. Gangs also use apps to groom and recruit children

4 steps to help your child use Snapchat safely
1. Tell your child to only use it with real friends

Anyone could pretend to be a child or teenager online, so encourage your child not to talk to people they don’t know in real life. Encourage them not to share information such as what school they
go to or where they live with people they don’t know offline.

2.. Use privacy settings
By default, only “friends’ your child has added on Snapchat can contact them directly and see their story or location, so encourage your child to keep those default settings.
To check and change the settings:

® Tap the person icon in the top-left of Snapchat, then the cog in the top-right.

® Scroll down to the ‘Privacy Control’ section and tap the relevant options (e.g. ‘Contact Me’ and ‘View My Story’)

® Under ‘See My Location’, enable ‘Ghost Map’ to turn location sharing off

® Under ‘See Me In Quick Add’ you can stop your child’s profile from being suggested to strangers as a potential ‘friend’

3. Talk to your child about image sharing and being careful about what they share

- Even though images disappear in Snapchat, they can be screenshotted and then shared — outside of the original sender’s control.

- So, remind your child to think carefully about the images they share, and with whom. Before they share anything, tell them to ask: “Would | be happy for other people to see this?”

- In particular, make sure your child knows the risks of taking, sharing or viewing naked or sexually explicit pictures of themselves or another child, either voluntarily or if asked to by someone
else.

- This is known as ‘sharing nudes and semi-nudes’ or ‘sexting’ and is illegal, even when the person doing it is a child. It can also be distressing for a child to have their image shared more widely, or to
see an inappropriate image that someone else has shared.

4. Make sure your child knows how to use reporting and blocking functions
® Toreport a Snap or Story, press and hold on it, tap 'Report Snap', then explain the problem
® Toremove or block a friend, swipe to the right to go to the ‘Chat’ screen, then tap and hold on the person’s name. Tap ‘Manage Friendship’, then choose ‘Remove Friend’ or ‘Block’
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